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Welcome to the VABA quarterly newsletter! 

This newsletter is the Board’s effort tobetter inform you of all the good things we are
accomplishing and hopefullyengage you to more effectively achieve our mission. We plan to
continue to issue quarterly newsletters and welcome your feedback.  Please send any
comments and/or questions to admin@virginiaaba.org.

Since the last newsletter, we have been working hard planning our 2017 conference.  The
executive board has met and a budget has been developed.  Our subcommittees and
workgroups have also been quite busy.  I am proud of the things that were are doing to
benefit behavior analysis in Virginia, and I am happy to report that as of this publication,
Virginia has 1,513 certified individuals (including BCBA-D, BCBA, BCaBA, and RBT).  We
are ranked 7th in terms of total numbers among US states and territories!  There are
currently 901 licensed behavior analysts and assistant behavior analysts, including those
who live out of state but practice in Virginia.

Stay tuned!

Christy Evanko

President, Virginia Association for Behavior Analysis 2015 –2017

Get Your Company Noticed!

Do you ever wonder who is providing
behavior analysis services in Virginia?
 A lot of people do!  So VABA has
created a resource list.  The problem is
that we only have a few companies listed.
 

WE NEED YOU!  Please fill out this
form to be included.  

Save the Date!

The Virginia Association for Behavior
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Analysis 13th Annual Conference will be
held in the Richmond area on April 8, 2017
(with a pre-conference workshop on April
7).  

We are excited to announce that we will have
two keynote speakers: Jonathan Tarbox of
FirstSteps for Kids and Nic Weatherly of
Aubrey Daniels International have both
agreed to present at the conference.

Hope to see you there!  Stay tuned for more
information.

Happy Hour Anyone?

Our next VABA Happy Hour will be Thursday,
September 29 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Patina
Restaurant and Bar in Richmond.  We hope to see
you there!  Food and drinks provided!

Members who live in and around Richmond, look for
an EventBrite message about this event, coming your
way soon.  If you are interested in attending, you can
email marketing@virginiaaba.org.

If you would like VABA to sponsor a Happy Hour in
your area?  Contact us at marketing@virginiaaba.org
and we will work with you to schedule.

VABA AT WORK

Public PolicyCommittee

The Public Policy Committee has been meeting monthly to discuss current events that affect
behavior analysts.  Recently we asked members to make public comment on increasing the
number of CEUs for licensure to match that of the BACB.  Please see the VABA Web site for
more information.  If there is anything that you think the Policy Committee should be
studying, please contact admin@virginiaaba.org.

ABA Clinics Workgroup

This workgroup continues to meet to discuss the creation of a tool kit for clinic owners in
Virginia.  You can join us!  This group meets on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 12 noon.
 The next meeting is October 13.  To join, email admin@virginiaaba.org.

Behavior Analysis in Schools Workgroup

The Behavior Analysis in Schools workgroup is in the process of coallescing and is
focused on reprising the bill that was tabled this year, which aimed to include LBAs and
LABAs in the educational code.  If you are interested in joining, please
email admin@virginiaaba.org.

MarketingCommittee
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The marketing workgroup will be meeting in the future to discuss improving the services that
VABA offers and increasing membership. To be involved with this workgroup, contact
marketing@virginiaaba.org.

BCaBA Workgroup

A BCaBA workgroup was developed to get BCaBAs together totalk about shared interests
and have a larger voice within VABA and within theCommonwealth.  The group has formed
aclosed facebook page.  If any BCaBAs areinterested in joining, please contact
admin@virginiaaba.org. 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Each quarterly newsletter will have a spotlight on a
current member. This quarter’s spotlight is on Anna
Cruise who was randomly chosen for the honor. 
Here is Christy Evanko's interview with Anna.

CHRISTY: Tell us a little about yourself and what currently
takes up your time.

ANNA:  Hello, I’m Anna Cruise! I grew up in Chesterfield, VA
before attending James Madison University to study psychology.

ANNA continued:  I apparently couldn’t get enough of Harrisonburg, because I stayed two more years to get
my graduate degree in psychological sciences, with a concentration in ABA. During 2 years in graduate
school, I had the pleasure of working under Dr. Trevor Stokes to gain hands-on experience in the field. This
summer, I moved back home and began working as a Behavioral Counselor at Spectrum Transformation
Group, delivering in-home ABA services for children with autism spectrum disorder – and I absolutely love
my job. Outside of work and studying for the BCBA exam (fingers crossed!), I enjoy spending time with family
and friends and spending our weekends at Smith Mountain Lake. I recently got into running, so we’ll see how
that goes!

CHRISTY: If I were to conduct a preference assessment with you as the subject, what types of
things/activities should I include? 

ANNA:  Primary reinforcers for me would include monster energy drinks, sleep, peanut butter, and Mexican
food. Secondary reinforcers for me include: access to Smith Mountain Lake, country music, new clothes, and
watching HGTV.

CHRISTY: What inspired you to enter the field of behavior analysis and what keeps you going? 

ANNA: When I entered college as a freshman, I had declared nursing as my major because that’s what I had
always dreamed of doing. I came home for the summer and got a job working as a summer camp counselor,
but the offer given to me was for the camp’s program for children with special needs. I nearly turned it down
because I had NO experience, but of course I needed a summer job, so I accepted. I had no idea at the time
that this “summer job” would change my entire career path and passion. I met some of the most incredible
children, most of them coming to us with a diagnosis of autism spectrum disorder. I left camp that summer,
went back to school and immediately changed my major to psychology, not yet knowing that ABA would be
the path I’d choose. I took courses trying to figure out my niche (took every class I could find focused on
children), until I took a Psychology of Learning course. On the first day, my professor said, “This is either how
you see the world, or it’s not.” It was. That was the course where everything clicked. I began looking more into
behaviorism, and realized I could incorporate my newfound passion with what I learned in this course. When it
was time to apply for graduate school and I learned JMU had the program I needed, I applied and got accepted!
From there, my passion for experimental and applied behavior analysis took off. There is never a day that I
question whether or not this is what I should be doing. There are definitely days that are harder than others,
but none that turn me away. What seems small to some families, may be a huge milestone for others and
that’s what keeps me going. I love hearing from parents that their child can now do X, Y, or Z – something
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they thought was out of reach.

CHRISTY: Finally, what would you do if you had more time? 

ANNA: With more time, I’d buy a puppy or 2 or 3 or 10. I have wanted a puppy for years, but know I can’t
dedicate the time a puppy needs. Professionally, I would love to be able to travel to attend more conferences,
lectures, and clinics!  

Thank you to Anna for taking the time to tell us about herself. 

Stay tuned for next quarter’s spotlight!  It could be you!

Events around the Commonwealth and beyond!

Check out these great upcoming events:

SEPTEMBER 2016
9/29 - VABA Happy Hour; Richmond, VA

OCTOBER 2016
10/13-15 - Southeastern ABA Annual Conference; Winston-Salem, NC

DECEMBER 2016
12/15-16 - Maryland ABA 19th Annual Convention; Baltimore, Maryland

JANUARY 2016
1/31-2/2 - ABAI 11th Annual Autism Conference, Puerto Rico

MARCH 2017
3/23-25 - APBA Annual Convention; New Orleans, Louisiana

APRIL 2017
4/7-8 - VABA 13th Annual Conference; Richmond, Virginia

MAY 2017
5/27-30 - ABAI  43rd Annual Convention; Denver, Colorado

NOVEMBER 2017
11/14-15 - ABAI 9th International Conference;  Paris, France

www.virginiaaba.org 
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