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RACHEL ERNEST 

Rachel Ernest views collaboration as an essential component of providing quality 
ABA services. Her goal as a practicing Behavior Analyst is to improve interactions 
among each individual client’s team of providers, educators, and caregivers. She 
is very excited to be presented with this opportunity to work toward more 
professional collaboration through the efforts of the Virginia Association for 
Behavior Analysis. 

Before moving to Richmond in 2007, Rachel began her career in ABA working at 
the Lerner School at the Cleveland Clinic’s Center for Autism. Here in Virginia, she spent four years as a 
public school classroom teacher, applying principals of ABA in a self-contained preschool setting. In 2011, 
she became the Director of Clinical Services for a Richmond-based agency, supervising the ABA therapy 
of clients and families in their homes and other natural environments. She currently serves as the Senior 
Behavior Analyst in The Faison Center’s Behavioral Health Clinic, overseeing the Early Education Center 
as well as the Behavioral Consultation program. 

Rachel graduated with her Bachelor of Science degree from Kent State University and obtained her 
Master’s degree in Early Childhood Special Education from Cleveland State University. She completed 
post-graduate coursework in Behavior Analysis at Florida Institute of Technology. She is a 
Virginia licensed Board Certified Behavior Analyst as well as a Virginia licensed special educator. Rachel 
is a member of the Association for Behavior Analysis International, Virginia Association for Behavior 
Analysis, and the Association of Professional Behavior Analysts. 

 

SHANTEL PUGLIESE 

Shantel received her Bachelor of Science in Psychology from West Virginia 
University and a Master of Science in Applied Behavior Analysis from Florida 
Institute of Technology (Melbourne Campus). She has been working with 
individuals with developmental disabilities for over 10 years and became a Board 
Certified Behavior Analyst in 2012. She obtained licensure in the state of Virginia 
in 2013 and received a certificate of completion for the OBM Applied! Program 
offered by Florida Institute of Technology in 2016. Shantel has worked in a 

university setting, center-based programs, private and public schools, in-home settings, and residential 
programs. She has provided support in a variety of areas including skill acquisition, behavior reduction, 
parent training, staff training, supervision toward certification, content development, and organizational 
behavior management. She has also had the opportunity to present research at both local and national 
conferences. 

Since the beginning of her career, Shantel has been extremely passionate about the dissemination of 
applied behavior analysis to other fields, improving the quality of services individuals with 
developmental disabilities receive, and providing adequate training, support, and supervision to the 
individuals delivering those services. Some of Shantel’s most recent work has been at The Faison Center 
where she is currently employed as a Senior Behavior Analyst. In this position, she works closely with the 



school directors on administrative and organizational initiatives to further enhance the quality of the 
program. 

For the last 2.5 years, Shantel has co-chaired a VABA workgroup for Behavior Analysts in Public Schools. 
She’s worked with current and past VABA board members to gather information from Local Education 
Agencies across the state to support the recently proposed bill for inclusion of licensed behavior analysts 
and licensed assistant behavior analysts among the support staff public schools could hire. She is 
extremely excited about the achievements VABA has made thus far and welcomes the opportunity to 
contribute to continued efforts if elected as Secretary of the VABA board.  

 


